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Welcome to the Mississippi Writers Page Newsletter for
July 19-25, 2002.
In this issue:
This week in Mississippi Literary History
News about Mississippi Writers
New books about Mississippi writers
Author events: readings, book signings, and appearances
On the horizon: upcoming events to plan for
THIS WEEK in MISSISSIPPI LITERARY HISTORY
The following events all happened during this week in Mississippi history.
Year:
1868: Novelist Harris Dickson was born in Yazoo City, Mississippi. (July 21)
1883: Katherine Sherwood Bonner died of breast cancer at the age of 34 in her hometown of
Holly Springs, Mississippi. (July 22)
1902: Baptist minister Benjamin Franklin Smith was born in Copiah County, Mississippi. (July
23)
1909: William Miller, Democratic doorkeeper for the U.S. House of Representatives from 1947
to 1976, was born in Pascagoula, Mississippi. (July 20)
1913: Clara Hieronymus, a journalist and author of Requiem for a Nun: On Stage and Off, the
only book about William Faulkner’s sole play, was born in Drew, Mississippi. (July 25)
1921: Novelist and short story writer Elizabeth Spencer was born in Carrollton, Mississippi.
(July 19)
1937: Art historian Mary D. Garrard was born in Greenwood, Mississippi. (July 25)
1938: Historian Daniel P. Jordan, Jr., was born in Philadelphia, Mississippi. (July 22)
1942: Poet David Chapman Berry was born in Vicksburg, Mississippi. (July 23)
1947: Actress and poet Billie Jean Young was born. (July 21)
1951: Poet, playwright, and fiction writer Angela Jackson was born in Greenville, Mississippi.
(July 25)
1953: Children’s writer Margaree King Mitchell was born in Holly Springs, Mississippi. (July
23)
2001: Renowned novelist and short story writer Eudora Welty died of pneumonia in Jackson,
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Mississippi, at the age of 92. (July 23)
NEWS about MISSISSIPPI WRITERS

Do you have a news item about a Mississippi writer? Please send your information to
mwp@olemiss.edu.
NEW BOOKS by Mississippi Writers
New Orleans Sketches
By William Faulkner, edited by Carvel Collins
University Press of Mississippi (Paperback, $18.00, ISBN: 1578064716)
Reprint edition, originally published in book form in 1958
Publication date: June 2002
Description from the publisher:
Faulkner’s early fictional forays that foreshadow a Nobel laureate in the making.
In 1925 William Faulkner began his professional writing career in earnest while living in the
French Quarter of New Orleans. He had published a volume of poetry (The Marble Faun), had
written a few book reviews, and had contributed sketches to the University of Mississippi student
newspaper. He had served a stint in the Royal Canadian Air Corps and while working in a New
Haven bookstore had become acquainted with the wife of the writer Sherwood Anderson.
In his first six months in New Orleans, where the Andersons were living, Faulkner made his initial
foray into serious fiction writing. Here in one volume are the pieces he wrote while in the French
Quarter. These were published locally in the Times-Picayune and in the Double Dealer, a “little
magazine” based in New Orleans.
New Orleans Sketches broadcasts seeds that would take root in later works. In their themes and
motifs these sketches and stories foreshadow the intense personal vision and style that would
characterize Faulkner's mature fiction. As his sketches take on parallels with Christian liturgy and
as they portray such characters as an idiot boy similar to Benjy Compson, they reveal evidence of
his early literary sophistication.
In praise of New Orleans Sketches Alfred Kazin wrote in the New York Times Book Review that
“the interesting thing for us now, who can see in this book the outline of the writer Faulkner was
to become, is that before he had published his first novel he had already determined certain main
themes in his work.”
In his trail-blazing introduction Carvel Collins, often called “Faulkner’s best-informed critic,”
illuminates the period when the sketches were written as the time that Faulkner was making the
transition from poet to novelist.
“For the reader of Faulkner,” Paul Engle wrote in the Chicago Tribune, “the book is indispensable.
Its brilliant introduction ... is full both of helpful information ... and of fine insights.” “We gain
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something more than a glimpse of the mind of a young genius asserting his power against a
partially indifferent environment,” states the Book Exchange (London). “The long introduction ...
must rank as a major literary contribution to our knowledge of an outstanding writer: perhaps the
greatest of our times.”
Carvel Collins (1912-1990), one of the foremost authorities on Faulkner’s life and works, served
on the faculties of Harvard University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Swarthmore
College, and the University of Notre Dame, where he was the first to teach a course devoted to
Faulkner’s writing.
Faulkner and Postmodernism
Edited by John N. Duvall and Ann J. Abadie
University Press of Mississippi (Hardcover, $45.00, ISBN: 1578064597; Paperback, ISBN:
1578064600)
Publication date: July 2002
Description from the publisher:
With essays by John Barth, Philip Cohen, John N. Duvall, Doreen Fowler, Ihab Hassan, Molly
Hite, Martin Kreiswirth, Cheryl Lester, Terrell L. Tebbetts, Joseph R. Urgo, and Philip Weinstein.
Since the 1960s, William Faulkner, Mississippi’s most famous author, has been recognized as a
central figure of international modernism. But might Faulkner's fiction be understood in relation to
Thomas Pynchon’s Gravity’s Rainbow as well as James Joyces Ulysses?
In eleven essays from the 1999 Faulkner and Yoknapatawpha Conference, held at the University
of Mississippi, Faulkner and Postmodernism examines William Faulkner and his fiction in light of
postmodern literature, culture, and theory. The volume explores the variety of ways Faulkner’s art
can be used to measure similarities and differences between modernism and postmodernism.
Essays in the collection fall into three categories: those that use Faulkner’s novels as a way to
mark a period distinction between modernism and postmodernism, those that see postmodern
tendencies in Faulkner’s fiction, and those that read Faulkner through the lens of postmodern
theory’s contemporary legacy, the field of cultural studies.
In order to make their particular arguments, essays in the collection compare Faulkner to more
contemporary novelists such as Ralph Ellison, Vladimir Nabokov, Thomas Pynchon, Walker
Percy, Richard Ford, Toni Morrison, and Kathy Acker. But not all of the comparisons are to high
culture artists, since even Elvis Presley becomes Faulkner’s foil in one of the essays.
A variety of theoretical perspectives frame the work in this volume, from Fredric Jameson’s
pessimistic sense of postmodernism’s possibilities to Linda Hutcheon’s conviction that cultural
critique can continue in postmodernism through innovative new forms such as metafiction.
Despite the different theoretical premises and distinct conclusions of the individual authors of
these essays, Faulkner and Postmodernism proves once again that in the key debates surrounding
twentieth-century fiction, Faulkner is a crucial figure.
John N. Duvall, an associate professor of English at Purdue University, is the editor of Modern
Fiction Studies. Ann J. Abadie is associate director of the Center for the Study of Southern Culture
at the University of Mississippi.

AUTHOR EVENTS: Book Signings, Readings, and Appearances
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July 21-26: 29th Annual Faulkner & Yoknapatawpha Conference
“Faulkner and His Contemporaries”
The University of Mississippi, Oxford
Conference and registration information is now available on the web at the
www.olemiss.edu/depts/south/faulkner/.
If you know of upcoming readings and appearances by Mississippi writers, please let us know by
writing us at mwp@olemiss.edu.
ON THE HORIZON
The following events are planned for the coming weeks and months. You may wish to begin
planning now to attend or participate.
November 11, 2002
Poetry Reading by J. D. McClatchy, Bondurant Hall Auditorium, The University of Mississippi
campus, in Oxford.
February 6, 2003
U.S. Poet Laureate (2001-2002) Billy Collins reads from his poetry and offers commentary on his
work and other matters. Bondurant Hall Auditorium, The University of Mississippi campus in
Oxford.
February 17, 2003
A reading by Clifton L. Taulbert on the University of Mississippi campus in Oxford.
April 10-13, 2003
Oxford Conference for the Book, Oxford, Mississippi.
July 20-25, 2003
30th Annual Faulkner & Yoknapatawpha Conference, The University of Mississippi, Oxford,
Mississippi
If you know of additional news items for this newsletter or if you have suggestions, please write us
at mwp@olemiss.edu.
For more information about events in the Oxford and University of Mississippi community, see
the Ole Miss Community Calendar:
www.olemiss.edu/calendar/
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